Department of Mental Health
Commissioner says change is
needed for those suffering from
mental illnesses
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DECATUR, Ala. - The Department of Mental Health Commissioner is calling town



hall meetings all across the state. The theme of these meetings are about bringing
awareness to the problems within the state, in hopes to gain support to help change
them.

"In town hall meetings I'm trying to elevate the awareness of the problems,” said
Commissioner Jim Perdue. There are three state-run mental health facilities, all in
Tuscaloosa, with not near enough beds for the population that need treatment.
"Beds is a problem, waiting lists are a problem across the state," said Perdue.

And when you have a restricted number of beds, "You have to treat the worst of the
worst. When they're stabilized, and have reached a level of treatment, they're
stable enough to return to the community," said Perdue. "The longest someone can
be kept in a facility is 150 days. But the truth is, now people are kept really less than

two weeks."

Which helps them get to more patients, but also, at times, creates a revolving door

of service.

But the growing problem, is the amount of people that got to jail, because of the
lack of treatment for their mental illness.

"We have turned the jail system into the de facto delivery for mental illness. And
that's awful," said Perdue.

"Quite frankly many jails are not prepared, able or staffed to do," said Morgan
County Sheriff Ana Franklin.

Franklin says she has an excess of 80 inmates in the county jail today that suffer
from mental illness. "We're having to pay, and treat as best as we can, while they're

injail."

And it's something department of Perdue says he wants to change- and quick. He
says the Department of Corrections out-sources millions of dollars’ worth of mental
health services to an out of state company. Perdue wants to that changed, and



the money be given to the states mental health department.

"And have employees that work for the centers, go in and assess and treat. The
advantage of that is, once someone is ever released, the same person treating them
inside, will also treat them outside," said Perdue.

Lessening the chance they'll return to the facility. He wants to take it a step farther
though, by designing a furlough system that would help remove people from
prisons, that are there because they're mentally ill, qualifying them for health
benefits, getting them inserted into a facility, and out of jail.

"We can't continue to treat people in a prison setting," said Perdue.

Perdue says community members are the best and biggest lobbyists for change. He
says voicing your concerns to state government officials will help bring that forth.
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Groundbreaking for new Alabama  Elderly homelessness is on the rise
A&M 500 bed residence hall, hopes
to help over-capacity issues
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District six snearheading ‘iail Arab Citv Council invites public
diversion’ program efforts health official to speak about



confirmed Zika case

VIDEO: Inmate goes on Facebook
Live from behind bars, shows
off weapon

Oakwood Universitv Church town  Gov. Bentlev discusses Great State

hall meeting brings police and 2019 nlan. gaming and special

community together session with Leadership
Huntsville/Madison County class



Firefighters respond to one home  Madison Countv Commission

1,100 times in three years anoroves purchase of land for
possible new rec center off
Pulaski Pike

Countv Commission to make
reduction in force throughout nine
different departments
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Years before water contamination
announced. CDC monitored toxic
sludge plaguing area families



