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DECATUR, Ala. (WAAY)-The Lurleen B. Wallace Developmental Center opened in 1971 becoming
the state's first regional mental health center. It was closed in 2003 and has sat empty on Highway 31 in
Decatur.

The neglected property, that includes 160 acres and 20 buildings, will now have a new tenant.

"It's going to help our National Guard," said Governor Robert Bentley. "We have been trying to develop
mega sites around the state and this is the perfect place for it."

On Thursday, Governor Bentley signed the deed to transfer the property from the Department of
Mental Health over to the National Guard to be used as a regional training center. Over the next 5
years, $10 million in federal funds will be spent on renovations and demolition.

"We're going to provide a lot of jobs in this area both in the construction phase as well as the operation
phase. We're going to have lots of people here and spending money in this area" said Major General
Perry Smith with the Alabama National Guard.

Work will soon begin to turn the site into a training center and classrooms for local units. Barracks and
a medical facility are planed in a few years. The final stage of renovations will create a Regional
Training Institute in 2017 and an All Hazards Training Center by 2018.

"It's big for Morgan County" said Morgan County Commission Chairman Ray Long. "It's something
we're real proud of, proud that the governor seen fit to move this site here."
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