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Is knowledge ever useless? You can argue that question in many ways, but there is something to be said for knowing that 43
percent of all snail species in America can be found in Alabama or that the state's quarter is the only one in the nation to feature
braille.

Those are just two of the things we learned in Wednesday's Wake Up Call, where we learned 15 totally useless but utterly
fascinating facts about Alabama. [http://www.al.com/news/index.ssf/2015/12
/15_totally_useless_but_fascina.html#incart_story_package] Before we take a look back at all of the week's Wake Up Call, |
thought we'd add to our list with 7 more totally useless but utterly fascinating Alabama facts:

1. At 2,405 feet, Cheaha Mountain is Alabama's highest point above sea level.

2. Peter Bryce was the state's first psychiatrist. He was born in Columbia, South Carolina in 1834 but later came to Alabama
and spent most of his life as superintendent of what was then known as Alabama Insane Hospital in Tuscaloosa. After his
death in 1892, the hospital was renamed in his honor.

3. The geographic center of Alabama is in Chilton County, 12 mi. southwest of Clanton.

4. Early British, French and Spanish explorers spelled Alabama in various ways, including Alabama, Albama, Alebamon,
Alibama, Alibamou, Alibamon, Alabamu, and Allibamou.

5. Alabama is the only state to have an alcoholic beverage — Conecuh Ridge Whiskey - as its official drink.

6. Alabama is the only state with all of the natural resources to make iron and steel.

7. All Alabama rivers, except for the Tennessee River, which joins the Ohio River in Kentucky, flow south to the Gulf of Mexico.

There you have it. Now, let's take a look back at the week that was.
Monday

Which video game do Alabamians cheat at the most? [http://www.al.com/news/index.ssf/2015/12
/someone_has_figured_out_which.html#incart_story_package]

Tuesday

Alabamians between ages of 18-34: Here's about what you earn [http://www.al.com/news/index.ssf/2015/12
/alabamians_between_ages_of_18-.html#incart_story_package]

Wednesday

15 totally useless but utterly fascinating facts about Alabama [http://www.al.com/news/index.ssf/2015/12
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/15_totally_useless_but_fascina.html#incart_story_package]
Thursday

Alabama project lands at No. 7 on list of nation's biggest tax boondoggle [http://www.al.com/news/index.ssf/2015/12
/alabama_project_lands_at_no_7.html#incart_story_package] s

Friday

You serious, Clark? You get one guess on Alabama's most-searched Christmas movie [http://www.al.com/news/index.ssf
/2015/12/you_serious_clark_you_get_one.html#incart_story_package]

Until tomorrow.
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