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Lessons from Lutz 

All Auburn fans and most fans of any college football team in the South recognize the name Philip 
Lutzenkirchen by his outstanding football ability while he demonstrated while playing tight end 
for Auburn University.  Unfortunately, Philip lost his life in a tragic alcohol related accident.  
Following the tragedy Philip’s father, Mike Lutzenkirchen, was determined to use Philips death to 
try and influence young people to make good decisions and make them aware of the tragic 
consequences that can accompany bad decisions. 

In memory of Philip, Mike Lutzenkirchen, established the Lutzie 43 Foundation. From Mike’s 
idea of a way to make something positive out of his family’s tragedy.  

On September 9th and 10th the Covington County Children’s Policy Council and other sponsors 
were fortunate to have Mike speak to the 7th-12th grade students at Andalusia Jr. and High 
School (700 students)and the 9th-12th grade students at Opp High School(400 students).  Topics 
included wearing a seatbelt, making good decisions, being a great friend, being available, 
preparing and being aware.  

Although Philip’s character was outstanding, his decisions within a 24 hour period in June of last 
year ultimately lead to an event that would forever change the lives of his family. Philip was 
tragically killed in a drinking and driving accident with friends in June 2014.  The driver, Joseph 
Ian Davis, along with Philip, who was a back seat passenger, were severely intoxicated and both 
were pronounced dead at the scene of the accident.  Davis registered a blood alcohol content 
level of 1.17 and Lutzenkirchen registered a blood alcohol level of 3.77.  Lutzenkirchen, 23 was 
ejected from the back seat of the 2006 Chevrolet Tahoe and died at the scene, and he was not 
wearing a seat belt.  Both Davis and Lutzenkirchen died at the scene which occurred shortly after 
3 a.m. in Troup County just outside of LaGrange, Georgia. 

Mike is standing in for his son to make a difference in another young person’s life and hopefully 
prevent this from happening to another family.  Mike’s son was one of the more popular football 
players in recent history for Auburn, but Lutzenkirchen refused to make excuses for him. “My 
son was a 23-year- old man and was mature beyond his age because of Auburn University,” 
Lutzenkirchen said. “Philip made the choice to do what he did and he made the choice to get in 
that vehicle. I just don’t want to see other kids make it. That gives me strength to have a 
conversation about those details. 

The media was present at both presentations. 


