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Alabhama Mental Health Concerns
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By Semone Doughton  CONNECT

A mental health crisis is to blame for two Alabama shootings exactly one week apart, putting this issue back in
the spotlight after steep budget cuts from state lawmakers.

Nearly two hours apart, two Sheriffs echo similar frustrations with the state's mental health crisis.

A lack of funding and closed facilities means nowhere to go for preventative treatment putting law enforcement
on the front lines.

Both Sheriffs in Marion and Lauderdale County say their men aren't trained to deal with the mentally ill; not only
putting their officers on the streets, but officers in the jail in danger.

"Unfortunately we sometimes get that call too late when the situation has already qotten out of control. They're a
danaer to themselves they're a danger to their family they're a danger to the community,” says Lauderdale
County Sheriff, Rick Sinaleton. ) ]

The Florence Police Department says they respond to anywhere from 700 to a thousand calls a year involving
some form of mental iliness. o o )

Until somethina chanaes on the state level, law enforcement officials fear the situation will only get worse and
they're calling on lawmakers to take action.

Copyright WXTX 2016. All Rights Reserved.

RECOMMENDED STORIES Recommended by

k : N B 6 < ¥

A patient secretly records his WEB EXTRA: Family works on healing Here's Why You Should Stop Googling 15-year-old shot and killed in

colonoscopy. It cost this doctor her job. after daughters witness father's murder ~ Names downtown Mobile
Promoted By Kevin, M.D. - Medical Weblog Promoted By BeenVerified.com
High School Girls' Basketball Games End In Brawls espn\ Man connected to Columbus murder turns himself in to CPD
4 Cards That Charge $0 In Interest Until 2017 LendingTree Police: Woman's body found in Walmart parking lot months after
death

The Fastest Way To Pay Off $10,000 In Credit Card Debt LendingTree

Law enforcement make 20 drug arrests in Alabama
How To: Remove Dark Under Eye Circles Beverly Hills MD

Police searching for pregnant teen's 'cold-blooded killer'
A jaw-dropping 21 month 0% interest rate credit card has been
announced NextAdvisor Columbus man arrested for impersonating a police officer

Recommended by

IN THE NEWS

1of2 2/19/2016 11:25 AM



Can't Find Something?

SEARCH FOR IT HERE - N

WTVM

. 1909 Wynnton Road
; Columbus, GA 31906
WXTX (706) 494-5400
FCC Public File (334) 206-1400 FCC Public File (704) 643-4148
publicfile@wtvm.com EEO Report Closed Captioning

publicfile@wxtx.com EEO Report Closed Captioning

LOCAL WEATHER SPORTS

Choices.

VIDEO TV COMMUNITY ABOUT US HEALTH CONTESTS
GEORGIA NEWS NOW ALABAMA'S NEWS SOURCE
—.-. All content © Copyright 2000 - 2016 Frankly Media and WTVM. All Rights Reserved. For more information on this site, please read our Privacy Policy, and Terms of Service, and Ad

2 of 2

2/19/2016 11:25 AM



