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Local and county jails having to house the mentally ill

Jeff Martin, jmartin@waaytv.com Updated 2 hrs ago

Mental Health Funding

In Alabama, when someone is in a mental health crisis, whoever is trying to help them usually

calls law enforcement, instead of calling a medical professional.

This causes local and county jails to have to house people in mental health crisis's, which they

aren't designed to do for a long period of time.
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Take Limestone County as an example. According to Sheriff Mike Blakely, "they're not a mental
facility, they're a jail". However, they often have to take those who are in a mental health crisis

into custody, instead of them going to a mental hospital.

That isn't any fault of the sheriff's office though. They're just aren't a lot of spots for those who
haven't committed a crime, but need help. So instead, they sit in a jail cell.

In fact, nationwide, over 356,000 people in jail have some sort of mental iliness. That's twice the

population of Huntsville, according to the Treatment Advocacy Center.

In Alabama, people who commit crimes, but are thought to be mentally ill, have to be evaluated
at Taylor Hardin Secure Medical Facility. But, that facility only has 115 beds. So wait times to

get there can often take years. So in the meantime, they sit in county jails.

Currently, there isn't a definitive plan to fix it, but that they do want to add capacity.
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