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Alabama

Bentley may call special session over Medicaid

funding

Gov. Robert Bentley (AP/Phillip Rawls) ()

A By The Associated Press
P on March 10, 2016 at 2:42 PM

Gov. Robert Bentley is hinting that lawmakers could be back in special session if they fail to
pass a budget that he feels adequately funds Medicaid.

The Decatur Daily reported Thursday that Bentley says he would veto any budget without an
additional $100 million for Medicaid. While lawmakers could override his veto, Bentley says
that did not preclude a special session.

Commissioner Stephanie Azar says Medicaid needs that amount to avoid cuts and continue a
switch to managed care.

The Alabama House of Representatives will vote Tuesday on a budget that gives Medicaid an
additional $15 million.

House Speaker Mike Hubbard says the state can't continue to sacrifice over state agencies for
the sake of Medicaid.

Hubbard says he expects a special session on Medicaid "at some point."
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